DECLARATION OF LOCAL DISASTER FOR PALO PINTO COUNTY.TEXAS

WHEREAS,Palo Pinto County is currently in a severe drought and experiencing record high
temperatures; and

WHEREAS,the extreme hot and dry conditions pose the threat of large, dangerous and fast
moving wildfires; and
WHEREAS,such fires have the potential of endangering lives and damaging property on a
large scale; and
WHEREAS,the Texas Government Code Chapter 418 gives the county judge the power to
declare a local disaster within the county "if the threat of disaster is imminentf'; and
WHEREAS,the magnitude of the potential damage and the rapidity with which such a fire
could escalate to major proportions constitute an imminent threat of disaster; and has been
experienced in this county in the past decade; and
WHEREAS,declaration ofsuch disaster authorizes the imposition of controls on activities
which tend to increase the likelihood of fires during extremely high temperatures and
droughts; and
WHEREAS,such controls, once implemented, have the potential of protecting lives and
property by mitigating the threat of dangerous fires and saving lives and property; and

WHEREAS,a declaration issued under Section 418.108 ofthe Texas Government Code may
include a prohibition or restriction on the sale or use of all fireworks within the
unincorporated areas ofthe county; and
WHEREAS,a local disaster declaration expires seven (7)days after its issuance, unless the
commissioners court consents to its renewal or continuance; and

WHEREAS,to the extent that a declaration includes a provision related to the restriction of
the sale and use of fireworks,any portion of the declaration that exceeds the restrictions
authorized by Local Government Code § 352.051 is effective only for 60 hours, unless the
county judge requests, and the governor authorizes an extension ofthe broader fireworks
restriction; and

WHEREAS,on June 23,2022,a wildland fire started the Dempsey Fire east of Palo Pinto along
the Brazos River. The fire has grown to over 11,500 acres and threatened the community of
Graford and areas ofthe Brazos River; and

WHEREAS,on June 24,2022,fire progression prompted local community and fire officials to
recommend voluntary evacuation ofthe City of Graford as well as approximately 50 residents
in the unincorporated area of the county: and

